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 Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam Speaker, I rise today representing Florida's 16th District in support of title IV of the
House rules package to return fiscal responsibility to Congress. 


As a former businessman, as of a couple of days ago, I cannot overstress the importance of restoring fiscal discipline
and accountability to our government. Over the past 6 years, this House has allowed record surpluses to be turned into
record deficits that have increased our national debt to a nearly staggering $9 trillion. 


Earmarks, an important prerogative of this great body, have been abused for the purposes of greed and as a tool to hold
onto power, costing Americans billions of their hard-earned money. Make no mistake, our debt is a tax on America's
future as it threatens both the security and prosperity of our country. 


Today we have the opportunity to demonstrate to the American people that we have heard their voices this past
November and we are prepared to make our government live within its means, just like every American family. For this
reason, I urge my colleagues to support title IV. 
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