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Mahoney Statement on State of Florida, U.S. Sugar Land Deal

(Clewiston,

FL) - Following the announcement that the State of Florida and South Florida Water Management
District have reached a $1.7 billion deal to buy 187,000 acres of U.S. Sugar

Corp.'s lands, Congressman Tim Mahoney issued this statement:

Mahoney Statement on State
of Florida, U.S.
Sugar Land Deal

(June 24, 2008)

(Clewiston,

FL) - Following the announcement that the State of Florida and South Florida Water Management
District have reached a $1.7 billion deal to buy 187,000 acres of U.S. Sugar

Corp.'s lands, Congressman Tim Mahoney issued this statement:

"The State of Florida's

decision to have South Florida Water Management purchase 187,000 acres of land

owned by U.S. Sugar Corp. holds the promise of taking a major step towards Everglades restoration. Converting this
farmland into

filter marshes will mean a greater and cleaner flow of water into the Everglades, lessening the need to use the
Caloosahatchee

and St Lucie Rivers as runoff. It will improve our estuaries and help our

coastal communities. Today's decision provides an important complement to Congress'

recent passage of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA), which has finally

positioned the Federal Government to live up to its promise to help fund Everglades restoration. Furthermore, Everglades
restoration

is critical for South Florida's economic

development as it will provide fresh water for our region.

Since coming to Congress, one of my top priorities has been to create jobs with

a future for rural Florida around Lake Okeechobee. While all Floridians applaud this bold
move to restore the Everglades, we must recognize our responsibility to the

tens of thousands of people of Hendry, Palm Beach

and Glades Counties. A comprehensive economic

development plan must be developed immediately to ensure that these communities

do not suffer. | call on Governor Crist to lay out his transition plan and |

commit to working with the Governor to secure a bright future for the affected

families living in some of our most economically challenged communities.”
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