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Mr. Speaker, I represent the 16th Congressional District of Florida.  My district is home to a subtropical climate and rich
soil.  It is the largest and most varied producer of the biomass needed to produce cellulosic ethanol.



Unfortunately, some of rural areas of my district are also the poorest in Florida -- where we have high unemployment,
and an almost 40% drop out rate in our high schools. Many of our rural youth don't see that getting their high school
diploma will make a difference in their lives. 



Thanks to this Congress, the day is coming when America can turn its back on foreign oil because we had the courage to
create a biofuels industry here in America. A business that will transform rural America. 



Thanks to Chairman Rangel, H.R. 5351 helps to make this vision a reality by giving gasoline companies a tax credit for
blending cellulosic ethanol.  



This credit, in addition to the Energy and Farm bills we passed last year, will get Wall Street to open their wallets and
invest in cellulosic ethanol businesses throughout rural America.  It will give our rural youth hope and an opportunity to
have a job with a future.
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