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Winning the "War on Terror" must be America's top national security priority. A critical battle in this fight is waged daily on
our borders, ports and beaches. 



We can't secure our communities from terrorists if we can't control who is coming into the country and we will never
preserve our way of life if we are not committed to enforcing our immigration laws. 



Last week, I had the honor of visiting our brave men and women who serve our nation as border agents along the
Mexican border in west Texas. What I witnessed was unparalleled professionalism operating in the most dangerous
environments. Standing on the banks of the Rio Grande, I saw smugglers, whose contraband is illegal aliens, surveying
our defenses and looking for weaknesses they could exploit. 



I spoke to agents on horseback, bicycles and ATVs who take on the violent drug cartels that are trying to sneak their
poison into our country. I had the opportunity to witness captured illegal immigrants being processed &mdash; one of
them for the third time. 



The border agents' message was clear: "Washington needs to stop playing politics and give them the manpower and
equipment they need to do their job." Four years after Sept. 11, 2001, the Bush administration began making good on
promises to improve border security. Along a 21-mile stretch of border, the number of agents has gone from just over 50
to a little under 300 officers. This increase in manpower has allowed the Border Patrol to have the agents necessary to
defend that area of the border. The result has been an increase in arrests with a side benefit of reduced crime in our
border communities. 



e need to finish the job. We need to get these brave men and women the tools and technology they've requested to
secure all of our borders. We need to do the same for our Coast Guard and our sheriff's departments so they can secure
our ports and our coastlines. It is a massive investment of our hard-earned taxpayer money. However, when one
considers that this year alone we will pay $23 billion in interest payments on money we borrowed to fund the Iraq war, it
drives home the point that a big part of national security is our elected leaders making wise investment choices on the
best battles to fight in securing our homeland. 



Tim Mahoney 

Mahoney represents the 16th district of Florida. 
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