
Mahoney Meets with Palm Beach County Police, School Officials, to Discuss Gang
Prevention


(August 29, 2007)



(Palm Beach Gardens, FL) - Congressman Tim Mahoney (FL-16) discussed gang violence and prevention at a meeting
with Palm Beach County School District Chief of Police Jim Kelley, School Superintendent Art Johnson, and school
administrators at Palm Beach Gardens High School today. 



Mahoney recently secured $450,000 for the Youth Gang Violence Prevention Initiative for the Palm Beach County
School District in a bill that passed the U.S. House of Representatives.  This funding would allow the Palm Beach County
School District to train additional gang intelligence detectives and improve technological communications between the
police and school districts.



"When I got to Congress, the Administration had stopped funding our local police and important crime prevention
programs in our schools.  As a result, there has been a surge in gang violence here at home and throughout the country. 
Keeping our kids safe is a top priority.  I applaud the Palm Beach County School District for their innovative approach to
gang prevention.  This funding will allow for additional gang intelligence detectives to be trained in gang prevention and
intervention and improve information-sharing between the police and our schools.  I will continue to work to make sure
this critical funding is approved by the Senate and signed by the President," said Congressman Tim Mahoney.



"Palm Beach County School District appreciates the efforts of Congressman Mahoney to secure federal funding to assist
in the prevention and reeducation of gang members in Palm Beach County.  These funds will be used to improve
technological communications between the school districts, police, and other agencies regarding students who are
involved in gang activity," said Palm Beach County School Superintendent Art Johnson.



"We are happy and grateful that Congressman Mahoney got funding to allow us to be among the first in the nation to be
able to share real time gang intelligence with our local police officers and deputies.  Knowledge is power. Through
knowledge we can be more proactive and ensure the safety of ourselves and the community," said Palm Beach County
School District Chief of Police Jim Kelley.



The Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office estimates that there are 160 gangs and 7,000 gang members in Palm Beach
County.   The School District Police Department has established an innovative gang prevention program using community
policing and mentoring to create a network of "gang intelligence." This information is shared with school administrators,
educators, and police agencies in an effort to prevent violence and provide healthy alternatives for at-risk youth.  The
funding would allow the school district to expand gang prevention efforts by training additional school police officers in
gang awareness and intervention tactics and improving information sharing between school districts and law
enforcement.
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