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Legislation Would Jumpstart Alternative Energy Market and Streamline Conservation Programs






(Washington, D.C.) - Congressman Tim Mahoney (FL-16) and Congressman Adam Putnam (FL-12) today introduced the
American Farm Improvement Act of 2007.  This legislation supports the development of renewable energy by
encouraging cellulosic (non-corn) ethanol production while improving current conservation programs.






"This legislation will lessen our dependence on foreign oil by supporting the development of cellulosic ethanol, an
alternative energy that can be produced from citrus, and other products produced in Florida. This legislation would
streamline the USDA conservation programs, making it easier for farmers to apply to preserve open space and pursue
sustainable agricultural practices," said Congressman Tim Mahoney.






"Changing this policy will open a new market for Florida's farmers," said Congressman Adam Putnam.  "And it will benefit
all Americans by helping to diversify the key sources for ethanol. In addition, the American Farm Improvement Act, would
enable conservation programs to be more responsive to local needs by providing incentives to address natural resource
issues related to agricultural production."






The American Farm Improvement Act of 2007 makes current conservation programs more user friendly by streamlining
the application process.  Because different regions of the country have unique agricultural attributes, many farms and
ranches are not well suited to the rules and regulations that guide implementation of these programs.  By providing more
flexibility to respond to local conditions, the American Farm Improvement Act reduces administrative procedures and
costs, improves coordination between agencies and programs, and maximizes the effectiveness of existing programs.






In addition, the bill seeks to jumpstart the alternative energy market by eliminating multiple, conflicting definitions of
"biomass," "cellulosic ethanol," and other terms relating to the emerging biofuels market.  The American Farm
Improvement Act also creates and improves loan guarantee programs within USDA that focus on building facilities to
produce liquid fuels, power and other commercial products from cellulosic feedstocks.






Congressman Putnam has been a leader on agriculture issues in Congress.  Congressman Mahoney serves on the
House Committee on Agriculture.  
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