
Mahoney Joins Retired U.S. Generals in Calling for New Strategy to Fight Terror

(March 20, 2007) 




(Washington, D.C.) - Congressman Tim Mahoney joined retired U.S. Military Generals in calling for a new strategy to
fight terrorism.  Mahoney was joined by Major General Mel Montano, USA Ret., former Adjutant General of New Mexico,
Lawrence Korb, CAPT, USN, Ret., and Lieutenant General Robert G. Gard, Jr. (USA, Ret.) along with Representatives
Ron Klein (FL-22), Nancy Boyda (KS-02), and Tim Walz (MN-01).  






Mahoney, his colleagues, and the Military Generals called on Congress and the President to pass and sign into law the
Supporting Our Troops and Veterans' Health Care Act (FY 2007 Emergency Appropriations Bill).  The House is
scheduled to vote on this bill later in the week. 






Mahoney's Remarks: 






When I was running for Congress, I promised to stand up for our veterans, and our men and women in uniform. I
promised that I would come to Washington and do everything in my power to fight and win the War on Terror.   






I am honored to be here today with these distinguished Generals and my colleagues to deliver on that promise. 






The world is a dangerous place and as we speak Osama bin Laden, Al-Qaeda, the Taliban, and countries that sponsor
terror are working to harm us. 






5 years ago, I knew that Iraq was the wrong battle to fight in a righteous war.  Poor political leadership and gross
mismanagement has put America in the middle of an increasingly violent religious civil war. 






Our troops completed their mission. They removed a brutal dictator. They ensured that Iraq had no weapons of mass
destruction and through $400 billion of our hard earned money and our brave men and women's blood sweat and tears,
we gave the Iraqi people the hope of a better life through democracy. 






Now is the time for the Iraqi people to stand up. It is their country. It is their children's future. 






This week, I am going to vote to give the President the money he requested.  But, for the first time, I am going to vote to
hold him accountable to the American people for the promises he made to us when he decided to ignore his advisors, his
generals and the American people by committing more troops to police an increasingly violent religious civil war. 
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Every Member of Congress will be faced with a choice this week: vote to support our troops and change strategy in Iraq
OR issue another blank check to this hapless administration. 






This vote gives the Iraqi's a date by which they must be prepared to govern and it lets our enemies know that we will not
be distracted in our efforts to win the War on Terror and bring Osama bin Laden to justice. 






This bill gives the President the resources and ability to fight the War on Terror.  It gives the President the mandate to
keep troops in Iraq for as long as it takes to destroy the terrorists and to support a democratic Iraq that takes
responsibility for its security. 






Let me be clear: a vote for this bill is a vote to support our troops and win the War on Terror.  It sets requirements for
troop readiness, provides money to rebuild our military, it commits resources to protect America, and gets our troops and
veterans the resources and help they need.  






Mr. President, no more blank checks. Congress and the American people for the first time in over 4 years are holding you
to your word. 






Thank you. 





-###- 
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