
Mahoney, Hastings Laud Ft. Pierce Courthouse Victory


Mahoney: Ft. Pierce Courthouse Funding Direct Result of Earmark-free FY07 Budget 



(March 15th, 2007) 



(Ft. Pierce, FL) - Congressman Mahoney (FL-16) and Congressman Alcee Hastings (FL-23) today Ft. Pierce for
receiving $53.8 million in federal funding for construction of a new courthouse and called the funding a direct result of
Democratic leaders' decision to strip earmarks from the FY07 budget.  



Although Ft. Pierce had petitioned for funding for the courthouse for years, the project languished despite being a top
priority for the federal judiciary.  With earmarks stripped from the Joint Funding Resolution for FY07, agencies were able
to award funding based on merit, not pork-barrel mandates for the first time, and the Ft. Pierce Courthouse moved to the
top of the list. 



"This is a shining example of the good that comes when merit trumps partisan games in the budget process.  This is a
victory not only for St. Lucie County, but for proponents of fiscal responsibility and earmark reform.  I look forward to
continuing to work with my colleagues to ensure that our budget process is marked by greater transparency and
accountability," said Congressman Tim Mahoney. "I would also like to thank Senator Nelson and Senator Martinez for the
help in making the Ft. Pierce Courthouse a reality." 



"Persistence has finally paid off.  This courthouse will alleviate stress on our judicial system while helping to revitalize a
critical area in Ft. Pierce and St. Lucie County.  I'm truly excited about this announcement and am committed to seeing
that the federal government fulfills its commitment and fully funds the Ft. Pierce courthouse," said Congressman Alcee
Hastings. 



"This is great news for our community.  The courthouse will help instigate the kind of change we have been working for.  I
am happy that Washington was able to deliver results," said Mayor Robert Benton. 



The Democratic Congress moved to bring greater transparency and openness to the budget process and the use of
earmarks.  In their first week in office, they passed sweeping earmark reform, including requiring full transparency of
earmarks and requiring Members to certify that they and their spouses have no personal financial interest in an earmark. 



Senator Bill Nelson and Congressman Tim Mahoney announced yesterday that $53.8 million in FY07 funding from the
Government Services Administration would be released for construction of the Ft. Pierce Federal Courthouse. 
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