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I would like to thank the gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. Gordon, for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may consume.  
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of this resolution honoring Max Mayfield, former director of NOAA’s National Hurricane Center. 
In less than two years, my home State of Florida suffered damage from four tropical storms and eight hurricanes.
Likewise, on August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall near New Orleans, devastating the Gulf Coast Region of the United States.  
In the days that followed, we learned that Katrina had left nearly 80 percent of the “Crescent City” underwater, caused an immeasurable amount of damage, displaced thousands of families, and resulted in the deaths of nearly 1,500 people.
While hurricanes can not be prevented, accurate storm forecasting has helped millions of people prepare for them and evacuate.
The individual responsible for providing the public with these accurate and easy to understand forecasts was Mr. Mayfield, who retired from the National Hurricane Center on January 3rd of this year.
Born in Oklahoma, Mr. Mayfield began his forecasting career with the Air Force in 1970 after graduating from the University of Oklahoma with a degree in mathematics.

In 1972, after receiving his master’s degree in meteorology from the Florida State University, Mr. Mayfield joined the National Weather Service as a satellite meteorologist in Miami.  
During his 34 year career at the Center, Mr. Mayfield served as a senior forecaster, deputy director, and director.
Mr. Mayfield has received numerous awards for his work in the field of meteorology.  In 1996, the American Meteorological Society presented him with the Francis W. Reichelderfer Award for exemplary performance as coordinator of the National Hurricane Center’s hurricane preparedness training for emergency preparedness officials and the general public.
He also received an Outstanding Achievement Award at the 2000 National Hurricane Conference for developing and expanding educational opportunities for state and local emergency management officials.
In addition, the U.S. Department of Commerce recognized Mr. Mayfield with Gold Medals for his work during Hurricane Andrew and Hurricane Isabel, and a Silver Medal during Hurricane Gilbert. 

More important than the many awards, however, are the countless lives that have been saved by the work of Mr. Mayfield and his team at the National Hurricane Center.

The nation is truly grateful to Mr. Mayfield, his wife, Linda – a Miami-Dade school teacher, and their three children.     
Mr. Speaker, again I would like to congratulate Max Mayfield on his distinguished career at the National Hurricane Center, and with that, I yield back the balance of my time.    
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