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Thank you Chairman Grijalva and Members of the Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands for holding this important hearing today and allowing me to testify about H.R. 1922, the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area Act of 2007.
Let me begin by saying that our National Parks, Forests and public lands are among our nation’s most valuable resources.  In fact, one of our country’s most unique National Parks - Everglades National Park - is located near my District.   It is important that we continue to protect these environmentally sensitive and historically significant areas for future generations to enjoy.  That is why I introduced the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area Act.
The Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse is much more than a beacon of light safely guiding mariners around the inlet - it is a monument to Florida’s history and our Nation’s history. Since the lighthouse’s construction in 1860, it has played an important role during military conflicts and has facilitated commerce.  
The lighthouse was designed by Lieutenant George Meade, who later became famous for his service during the Civil War.  In its early days, it allowed for vessels to safely travel down Florida’s east coast carrying cargo to new markets.  During World War II, the keeper dimmed the light in order to protect allied warships traveling off the coast of Florida from German U-boat attacks.  Today, the light still guides boaters safely home. 

As you know, Mr. Chairman, the National Landscape Conservation System, and more specifically the Outstanding Natural Area Designation, was created in 2000 by the Department of the Interior in an effort to better meet the management needs of our nation’s public lands and historic treasures.  In addition to the better management practices the system promotes, the designation of areas under the system helps to spur tourism and expand educational opportunities in surrounding communities.

It is important to note that the area designated by this bill as an Outstanding Natural Area is much more than the lighthouse.  H.R. 1922 also seeks to protect and better coordinate the management of the more than 100 acres surrounding the historic structure.  This land, like the lighthouse, has historical, cultural and environmental value.    

Currently, the various tracts of land surrounding the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse are managed by 4 different groups - the Town of Jupiter, the Loxahatchee River Historical Society, the Bureau of Land Management, and the Coast Guard.  Each group manages their respective areas in different ways.  For example, the Loxahatchee River Historical Society maintains the lighthouse and provides visitors with tours.  Likewise, the Coast Guard uses a portion of it land for base housing.
The Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area Act serves as an example of what local governments working together can achieve. I would like to thank Palm Beach County, the Town of Jupiter, the Village of Tequesta, and the Loxahatchee River Historical Society for their tireless work to preserve the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse.

I would especially like to thank Mayor Karen Golonka from the Town of Jupiter for her leadership on this issue.  Mayor Golonka will be testifying later today on the importance of this legislation to our community.  

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you for your work to preserve and protect some of America’s most precious natural and historical treasures.  Your legislation, the National Landscape Conservation System Act, would serve to permanently protect the unique treasures designated by the system.  Hopefully, with the support of this subcommittee, the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse will be one of those treasures permanently preserved by your bill.   
Thank you again Chairman Grijalva for holding this hearing today.  I look forward to working with you and the Members of this Committee to pass the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area Act of 2007.

I yield back the balance of my time.  
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